What’s New With Threads?

Rainbow Gallery
has new threads!

STITCH of the Month
Milanese and its variations

Okay all you thread junkies out there.
Rainbow Gallery to the rescue! They
have an amazing number of not only
new colors in their existing threads,
but new threads as well.
New Colors
Just to tempt you with a few of the
new additions, there are 11 new
Splendor colors, 6 new Petite Sparkle
Rays and 4 new Petite Frosty Rays.
Mandarin Floss
Mandarin Floss is a new thread that is
certain to quickly become a favorite.
It is a 6 ply strand-able floss just like
cotton embroidery floss except it is
made from bamboo! You may be
wondering, what’s the big deal. The
big deal is it works like embroidery
floss so it is easy but it looks completely different. It doesn’t have the
sheen that cotton floss has; instead it
has a matte finish. Imagine the leaves
on a plant in bamboo (matte) and
flower in cotton (shiny). A beautiful
but subtle difference.
Sparkle Braid
You already love Sparkle Rays and
Petite Sparkle Rays, so you can rest
assured you will love Sparkle Braid
too. It is a very fine bright metallic
braid. You can use it as you would
blending filament (except without the
hassles) mixing it in your needle with
another thread. Or you can use it on
its own to create a light open pattern
over a painted canvas. There are lot’s
of options for this new thread.

Milanese is a fun stitch that actually looks like a quilt pattern. Use it
anywhere you want a little movement and texture.
The pattern shown at top left is the basic Milanese stitch made up of
interlocking triangles that face in opposite directions. You can see by
simply moving the triangles one thread closer together your interlocking
triangles get smaller creating a different look. (See pattern shown at top
right.)
Or move two interlocking rows apart and suddenly there is room for
three diagonal stitches each over two threads elongating the legs of the
triangles. This variation is actually called the Oriental Stitch but you can
easily see its origin in the Milanese Stitch.
When working this stitch, it is recommended you work up a row of
triangles and then down the next so that you don’t lose your way.
Experiment with two different colors of thread or two different finishes
to create textures and patterns in your stitching.
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